$ FINANCIAL EXPRESS

Read to Lead

Resale vs New Launch Property: What’s the smartest
investment choice for 20257

As shifting buyer priorities and major infrastructure projects reshape NCR’s landscape, the resale vs. new launch debate
revolves around balancing convenience, affordability, and long-term gains.
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Resale offers stability, while new launches promise growth—making the choice a balance
of urgency, risk appetite, and long-term vision. (Image: Freepik)

As India’s real estate market enters a consolidation phase with
fewer new launches, homebuyers and investors face a crucial
decision: opt for resale properties for immediate occupancy
or invest in under-construction projects with future growth
potential. With evolving buyer priorities and major infrastruc-
ture projects reshaping the NCR landscape, the resale vs. new
launch debate hinges on balancing convenience, affordability,
and long-term returns.

Market Trends: Post-Pandemic Shifts in NCR

Once plagued by stalled projects and buyer distrust, the NCR
real estate market has rebounded sharply post-COVID-19.
Gurgaon’s Dwarka Expressway, Noida’s Sector 150, and Noi-
da Expressway have emerged as hotspots for new launches
and property resales. While the sector braces for a slowdown,
choosing between these areas remains a challenge.

“Buyers today prioritize either immediate stability or future po-
tential. Infrastructure projects like the Delhi-Mumbai Express-
way, Dwarka Expressway, Noida International Airport, Rapid
Rail, and expanded Metro lines are accelerating growth in pe-
ripheral zones, making under-construction properties attrac-
tive. Yet, resale homes in mature localities retain their charm
for risk-averse buyers. However, with RERA in place, both make
a sound and safe investment decision. While under-construc-
tion or newly-launched properties provide buyers with options
to choose from, the choice is vastly limited in the case of re-
sale properties,” says Dr. Vishesh Rawat, VP and Head of Sales,
Marketing & CRM, M2K Group.

Dr. Gautam Kanodia, Founder of KREEVA and Kanodia Group,
says, “The choice between resale and new-launch properties
is shaped by multiple factors, such as the budget, location, in-
frastructure and connectivity, price trends, and lifestyle prefer-
ences. Considering current market trends and growth graph,

the demand for all-time high luxury homes across key cities
and new launches will likely dominate the market as develop-
ers focus on sustainable and new-age housing development
appealing to a younger demographic. However, resale proper-
ties in established locations, with strategic connectivity to ex-
pressways and metro networks, will remain highly competitive.
Hence, investors should assess project location, brand credibil-
ity, and future growth potential before deciding.”

New Launches: Banking on NCR’s Future

Under-construction projects, particularly in growth corridors
like Dwarka Expressway and Noida-Greater Noida, are drawing
millennials and investors. Developers lure buyers with sub-Rs
10,000/sq ft pricing, flexible payment plans, and promises of
smart-city amenities.

“New launches offer lower entry costs, customizable floor
plans, and higher appreciation potential. But risks linger. While
RERA mandates strict penalties for delays, projects in litiga-
tion-prone zones still face hurdles. Investors must verify builder
track records and RERA compliance. The rewards, however, are
compelling. New launches in general have delivered high annu-
al appreciation since 2021, outpacing resale units,” says Dim-
ple Bhardwaj, Head- Channel Sales & Marcom, Better Choice
Realtors Pvt Ltd.

Young professionals and NRIs lean toward new launches for af-
fordability and modern amenities. They're willing to wait 3—4
years for higher ROI. In contrast, older buyers prioritize resale
for stability.

Since its implementation in 2016, RERA has revolutionized
NCR’s real estate sector. By mandating project registration, es-
crow accounts, and penalty clauses for delays, it has reduced
fraud and boosted buyer trust.

The Verdict: Which Wins in 2025?

The choice between resale and new launches hinges on individ-
ual priorities and financial goals. Resale properties are ideal for
buyers seeking immediate occupancy or rental income. These
units cater to those unwilling to navigate construction time-
lines or uncertainties. On the other hand, new launches appeal
to budget-conscious buyers eyeing entry points under Rs 1.5
crore, particularly in emerging corridors like Dwarka Express-
way or Yamuna Expressway. These projects suit investors will-
ing to wait for 3-5 years for infrastructure-driven appreciation,
such as the upcoming Jewar Airport or Rapid Rail connectivity,
while also offering modern amenities like smart-home tech and
customizable layouts. Ultimately, resale offers stability, while
new launches promise growth—making the choice a balance
of urgency, risk appetite, and long-term vision.




